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Dictation Time Length: 06:33
January 1, 2021
RE:
David Gunning

History of Accident/Illness and Treatment: David Gunning is a 46-year-old male who reports he was injured in a work-related motor vehicle collision on 09/09/19. Another vehicle blew a red light and hit his tire. The steering wheel spun with his right hand in it, causing it to break. He was seen at Inspira Emergency Room the same day. With this and subsequent evaluation, he understands his final diagnosis to be a comminuted fracture of the right fifth metacarpal treated surgically. He also underwent carpal tunnel release. Other injuries included his left chest bruising. He has completed his course of active treatment that included pain management.

Records show he was seen on 09/11/19 by a physician assistant at Concentra. He related he was driving a tractor-trailer and the force of the impact caused the steering wheel to move and injured his right hand and wrist. He also had scratches and bruises on the left shoulder. He had been seen in the emergency department already. He had been working at this job for two months. He also provided a history of a prosthetic disc in his neck at C5 about which he wanted to make sure it was not moved out of place. For further detail, he stated on 09/09/19 a vehicle struck the front of his dump truck when he was wearing a seatbelt. At the emergency room, he was diagnosed with a right fifth metacarpal fracture that was immobilized. This diagnosis was confirmed. He also underwent cervical spine x‑rays and was referred for orthopedic consultation.
Mr. Gunning then came under the hand specialist care of Dr. Lipschultz on 09/16/19. He performed a clinical examination concluding there was some malrotation of his fifth digit that was somewhat internally rotated. X-rays revealed a fairly comminuted fifth metacarpal shaft fracture. They discussed treatment options including surgical intervention. On 09/20/19, Dr. Lipschultz performed surgery to be INSERTED here. He followed up regularly with serial x-rays and occupational therapy. On 03/19/20, Dr. Lipschultz wrote the numbness was doing well and his hand fracture was healed. He still had some tightness and discomfort through the IP joints of his hand and some residual tenderness in the palm. He was currently out of work because of the repercussions of the coronavirus. He was to return in one month anticipating discharge.

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION

UPPER EXTREMITIES: Inspection revealed a healed scar overlying the right dorsal aspect of the fifth metacarpal measuring 2.5 inches in length. There was mild swelling in that area as well. The right small finger PIP joint had a mild flexion deformity. He had healed right volar wrist portal scar consistent with his endoscopic carpal tunnel release. Skin was normal in color, turgor, and temperature. Passive range of motion of the small finger on the right was accomplished to 0.5 inch off the palmer crease. Motion of the remaining fingers was full in all planes without crepitus, tenderness, triggering, or locking. Fine and gross hand manipulation were intact. The deep tendon reflexes were 2+ at the biceps, triceps, and brachioradialis. When pinprick sensation was performed, he had hypersensitivity at the right hypothenar eminence, but this was normal otherwise. Manual muscle testing was 5/5 in bilateral hand grasp, pinch grip, and throughout the upper extremities. He was tender to palpation about the right fifth metacarpal, but there was none on the left. 
HANDS/WRISTS/ELBOWS: Normal macro

CERVICAL SPINE: Normal macro
IMPRESSIONS and ANALYSES: Based upon the history, record review, and current examination, I have arrived at the following professional opinions with a reasonable degree of medical probability.

On 09/09/19, David Gunning injured his right hand while operating a work vehicle involved in an accident. He was seen at an emergency room where x-rays identified a fifth metacarpal fracture that was splinted. He followed up briefly at Concentra and then came under the hand specialist care of Dr. Lipschultz. He described the x-rays showed a comminuted fracture of the fifth metacarpal. On 09/20/19, he performed surgery to be INSERTED here. The Petitioner followed up postoperatively with resolution of his numbness and radiographic healing of his fracture. As of 04/16/20, he was doing well anticipating discharge in one month. INSERT the usual
There is 10% permanent partial disability referable to the statutory right hand.
